Undergraduate Student Government (USG) University of Connecticut-Hartford
              Election Packet for Spring 2026 General Election
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The mission of the Undergraduate Student Government (USG) is to enrich the lives of the undergraduate student body through advocacy and programming. We will strive to help student organizations reach their fullest potential. We will strive to enhance the educational, social, and cultural opportunities at the University of Connecticut-Hartford. We will strive to foster a culture of engagement, collaboration, and inclusiveness. 
 
Open Positions: 
One President (1) Seats
One Vice President (1) Seats 
Six Senator (6) Seats 
 
‘Intent to Run’ Form 
￫ Complete the Intent to Run form, which will close on Monday, February 9th at 11:59 pm. Once submitted, the USG Election Committee Chair will be notified of your submission. 
￫ https://forms.office.com/r/sKzraVp053
All candidates must attend a mandatory orientation to review rules, procedures, violations, and expectations.
Voting Period 
￫ Voting by the UConn Hartford student body will open on Tuesday, March 3rd, 2026 at 12:00 pm and will close on Thursday, March 5th, 2026, at 12:00 pm, allowing for a 48-hour voting window. 
￫ Voting will be conducted through vote.uconn.edu. Only registered, fee-paying UConn Hartford undergraduate students are eligible to vote using their NetID credentials. 
￫ The USG Election Committee Chair and Student Activities Advisor will distribute the voting link before the election begins through various channels, including digital signage, campus email digests, and tabling. 


Candidate Statement 
 ￫ This is your opportunity to explain your interest in a leadership role within USG thoughtfully. 
 ￫ Describe your qualifications, experiences, and passion for student advocacy. 
 ￫ Share how you plan to support and enhance student life and the USG mission. 
 ￫ Candidate statements should be between 400 and 500 words in length. These will be published alongside your name on the ballot. 
￫ Please note that candidate statements generated by language models or AI tools are not permitted and usage will be noted down for future filings





Campaigning Guidelines 
Campaigning is permitted both indoors and outdoors on campus, including in classrooms and academic spaces (Instructors must give explicit permission before any classroom announcement). Approved activities include: 
￫ Announcing your campaign in class 
￫ Using social media, tabling, flyers, and digital content 
￫ Advertising in the UConn Hartford Daily Digest and digital signage boards: 
 https://hits.hartford.uconn.edu/digital-signage/ 
All campaign materials (flyers, social media graphics, digital signage, etc.) must be pre-approved by the USG Elections Chair and/or the Student Activities Advisor. 
All materials must be removed before the voting period begins. 
Applicable Policies:
· Flyers will only be allowed in the 1st & 2nd floors of the Hartford Times Building. 
· All candidates are allowed 1 flyer per table, per candidate. 1 per corkboard, per candidate.
· Do not cover other candidates' flyers. 
· No candidate may campaign, verbally, digitally, or through printed materials before the official campaign period begins. (Further Definition of “Campaigning” is given as discretion to the Elections Chair)
· You may not receive any level of endorsement from any USG member. This includes assistance from them at any level. (Further Definition for “endorsement” is up to the Chairs discretion.)
· Solicitation for donation, goods or services, are prohibited, as well as distributing goods, services, or monetary compensation in return for their vote.
· Candidates may not interfere with, observe, pressure, or influence any student during the act of voting.
· The Elections Committee shall set the campaign spending cap for each election cycle. Candidates may not spend more than the approved cap for their position, all campaign expenditures, including goods, printed materials, digital advertisements must be fully documented and submitted.
· You may not actively campaign within RSO meetings or events without permission from said RSO leadership.
Please observe the Student Code of Conduct as a guideline for what campaign materials and other candidate behavior should resemble:
https://community.uconn.edu/the-student-code/the-student-code-pdf/ 
Failure to comply with these rules—including submitting campaign materials late, posting unapproved content, or failing to submit required forms (Intent to Run, Candidate Statement, Campaign Finance Report)—may result in disqualification to ensure a fair election process. 
To request campaign space or tables in the Student Activities Room, contact: 
 Jetsenia Rodriguez, Student Activities Advisor 
 jetsenia.rodriguez@uconn.edu 
To request campaign space in the Atrium, please fill out the following form: https://hartford.uconn.edu/university-life/events/space-request/ 
To submit materials or seek guidance, contact the USG Election Committee Chair and/or the Student Activities Advisor: 

Brandon Soifer, Election Committee Chair
bvs23004@uconn.edu
Jetsenia Rodriguez, Student Activities Advisor 
 jetsenia.rodriguez@uconn.edu 
 
Eligibility Requirements to Run for Office 
Candidates must meet the following qualifications: 
 ￫ Be a full-time, fee-paying student enrolled at UConn Hartford 
 ￫ Be in good academic standing at the time of application and throughout their term. 
 ￫ Be available to attend weekly required meetings whether that be; General Senate Meetings, Executive Board Meetings, and Committee Meetings.  
Additional experience-based criteria: 
· Senate Candidates: Must have previously served on a USG committee and/ or served as an active member of a Registered Student Organization (RSO) 
 
· Executive Board Candidates (President & Vice President): Must have served as a USG Senator or held a leadership role in an RSO.
 
 
All candidates must commit to serving a full academic year (two semesters) to run for office. 




Election Timeline 
· Monday, February 9th at 12:00 pm — Intent to Run Form Due
 
·  Friday, February 13th at 12:00 pm — Candidate Profiles

· TBD — Candidate Debate Period
 
·  February 23rd, 2026, → March 2nd, 2026 — Campaign Period

· Tuesday, March 3 at 12:00 pm – Thursday, March 5 at 12:00 pm, Two-Day Voting Period (Hosted at vote.uconn.edu) 

·  March 13th — Official Results Announced at Next Senate Meeting
Election Oversight 
To ensure robust election integrity at UConn Hartford, election oversight will be managed by a five-member panel. 
· The Elections Chair will be appointed by the USG President, provided they are not a candidate for the position. 
 
· If the President is running, another non-candidate member of the USG may be appointed by the Senate. 
 
· A Student Activities Coordinator (non-voting) will serve as an advisor to ensure neutrality. 

Responsibilities of the Oversight Panel: 
· Verify candidate eligibility  
· Certify election results  
· Publicize the election and voting process 
· Evaluation and rule on campaign violations 
· Recommend rule changes for future elections 

· Election Violations must be submitted to the Judiciary by 11:59 PM on Monday, March 9th
· Contact: Brandon Soifer, bvs23004@uconn.edu



President Responsibilities
· The President serves as the official elected spokesperson for the Undergraduate Student Government and the Undergraduate Student Body.
· The President presides over all weekly General Senate Meetings and may vote only to break ties or to achieve quorum.
· The President shall deliver a State of the Campus Address during one of the first two Senate meetings of each semester and again during the final meeting of each semester.
· The President serves as the primary liaison to the Student Activities Advisor and University administration, representing student interests in all formal capacities.
· The President has the authority to appoint Committee Chairs, subject to confirmation by a majority vote of the Student Senate.
· For Further Responsibilities, please refer to the Constitution.

Vice President Responsibilities
· The Vice President assists the President in fulfilling all duties and responsibilities of the Executive Board.
· The Vice President oversees the daily operations of the USG office, including establishing and maintaining office policies, and must report any policy changes to the Student Senate.
· In the absence of the President, the Vice President chairs the weekly General Senate Meeting and may vote if necessary to achieve quorum.
· The Vice President must attend all regular and special meetings of the Student Senate.
· The Vice President, alongside the Student Activities Advisor, serves as the primary liaison to all Registered Student Organizations (RSOs) at the Hartford Campus.
· Fur Further Responsibilities, please refer to the Constitution

Senator Responsibilities
· Senators represent the interests and concerns of the Undergraduate Student Body. 
· Senators have the voting power to approve or deny budget requests, as well as clubs and organizations.
· Senators must attend the weekly General Senate Meeting that is predetermined before each semester, where voting on USG business is conducted. 
· Senators shall commit to one (1) hour of office time per week during academic hours. 
· Senators must be part of one of four (4) standing USG committees (Programming, Communications, Student Affairs, Finance) and must attend the weekly committee meeting of one (1) hour. 
· Senators are expected to support advocacy efforts, such as helping with the planning and execution of events that aim to cultivate a sense of belonging for students on campus and within the broader community in which we are situated (Hartford) 

Senator Committees
· The Communications Committee facilitates strong relations between the Undergraduate Student Government and the students of the UConn Hartford campus. The committee works to strengthen the way it conveys information to students regarding decisions made for the student body, as well as campus events.
· The Finance Committee assists the USG senators in reviewing and monitoring spending policy. The committee also monitors the USG’s budget, including the expenditures for the programming board and clubs.
· The Programming Committee works to plan, schedule, and facilitate engaging events on campus that enhance the college experience of undergraduate students at UConn Hartford.
· The Student Affairs Committee is focused on amplifying students' voices to create solutions and policies that improve the overall student experience, while also educating the student body on how they can make a positive impact.


Happy Campaigning!
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